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Introductions

* Full time graduate student at Drexel Creative Arts Therapy
Program

* Former educator in arts programming
* Philadelphia native
* Mother and Wife

e Low income household




I\/ly (IW hy?ll

* Graduated Kutztown University in 2011 — no plans to continue

* Worked in field for 3 years before making a switch

* Worked in new field for 3 years before craving Grad school

* Got married and had a son

* Applied to Grad School in 2019 and was accepted

 Struggled finding affordable housing (income, limited options, etc.)
e Shared experiences with others



VS

Graduate Housing

The differentiations in experience



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consider talking about:
Causes and consequences of rises in housing prices
Other housing expenditures


. What was your
. experience with locating
housing in undergrad?




: How was it different in
* graduate school?




Undergrad vs Graduate

Undergraduate Housing Process Graduate Housing Process
» Office/Rep contacts about * Responsible for locating housing
selection » Usually one option available on
* List of available options on campus SSS
campus

* Encouraged to look off campus
* More viable options off campus . oytions are limited off campus

(shgred living, fina!n.c!al (dependents, limited finances,
assistance, accessibility) credit)



* NO DEPEENDENTS
* Access to on campus dorms

* Flexibility with off campus assignments (1 room =
$450 -S750)

 ACCESS TO MORE FUNDING
* Scholarships

The Flexibility + Grants
O.l: Undergrad e Co-op education

* FAMILY SUPPORT
* Cosigner
* Accessibility to higher priced apartments near
university




* Independent

e Continuing Education (fresh out of undergrad)

ASS um ptIO NS Of * Part-time options available
G 'd d U ate » Corporate employment (full time, benefits, salary)

St U d e ntS * Single with no dependents

e Family support




Fun Fact: Average
Graduate student is 33
vears old

Source:


https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unl.edu%2Fmentoring%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cab4452%40drexel.edu%7C240222d990f04140f31508d7b3635df4%7C3664e6fa47bd45a696708c4f080f8ca6%7C0%7C0%7C637175111673570933&sdata=9U6avaryW%2BpgxcYylIkiLG2%2BD1ZyZjbCYiGm1h8oSwM%3D&reserved=0

COMPLEX HOUSING NEEDS

 Dependents & Spouses limit options

* Need spacing for studying (environment
differences)

LIMITED ON CAMPUS HOUSING

The Obstacles

LIMITED SUPPORT
of Graduate * Rely less on family

* Rep not available to guide (area info,
resources, etc.)

LESS FUNDING AVAILABLE
* Loans > Scholarships
* Limited funded positions




GRADUATE

HOUSING
IN
PHILLY

Drexel University — 1 dorm ($4,485-54,635 quarterly)

Temple University — 1 dorm (56,973 each semester)

University of Pennsylvania — 1 dorm (51,681 monthly)

Jefferson University — 1 dorm ($1,433 monthly)

LaSalle - none

*Rates are for One Bedroom Apartment found on
University websites*



* 39% and Chestnut - $1678 per month

e 49t and Spruce - $1100 per month (income restrictions)

O F F‘CA I\/I P U S * Brewerytown - $1807 per month (income restrictions)
HOUSING « 52nd street - $2000 per month
IN PHILLY

*Rates are for Two Bedroom Apartment*



Cost of

ttendance/Living

The financial stress of Graduate students



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consider talking about:
Supply and demand
Some of the factors that affect the supply and demand of housing stock
Factors that affect tenure choices (ex. owner occupier, private rented, social rented)


Undergraduate Costs  Graduate Costs

2019-2020 undergraduate tuition & fees, books & supplies, and living costs comparison Comparison Table

Drexel University $54,516 554,516 $1,700 $15,441 $15,441
La Salle University 531,650 531,650 $1,000 516,150 58,500
University of Pennsylvania §57,770 $57,770 $1,358 $18,136 516,352
The University of the Arts 546,680 546,680 $4,014 519,478 516,740
University of the Sciences $25,000 $25,000 $1,050 $20,466 520,466
Saint Joseph's University 546,550 546,550 5893 516,187 516,187
Temple University $16,970 $29,882 $1,479 $16,922 516,922
Thomas Jefferson University 541,866 541,866 $1,600 518312 518,586

*Taken from www.collegetuitioncompare.com



Profiles

Graduate
Affordabilit

Student A Student B Student C Student D

Lewis Katz School for University of Drexel University
. . Drexel University Medicine (Temple) Pennsylvania $54,516

University $54,516 $56,628 $57,770

. Off-campus Shared Off-Campus Off-Campus Shared Off Campus
Housing 220 $15,600 $10,500 $10,800

. Private Pay :
Fundi ng (enough to cover Shudwrt Locms Private Pay Student Loans

Work Study
costs)
T None None
Add it onc|| Income Unable to work Unable to work None None



Financial
Stress

Leads
T1o...

* Fatigue

* Lower Grades

* Depression
 Affect Connections

* Dropping out



Current Opportunities

Or lack there of...



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consider talking about:
Jobs, transportation, and affordable housing


. What housing/support
i opportunities are available
for Grad students?




Resident Assistant — covers cost of
housing

Current . Gradua_te Assistant — covers tuition
with stipend

Opportunities

Fellowships — Give an awarded
amount of money

Part-time/Online Programs




Resident Assistant jobs are limited

Fellowships are limited and offer a

W h e re small amount compared to costs

Part-time/Online programs aren’t
t h f ‘ | available for all disciplines

ey a Graduate Assistantships are limited
by program

S h O rt cee * Some programs don’t have any

* Some only offer stipends




When asked
what could
have improved

housing
experience,
students said...

&

“A scholarship for cost of living”

“More affordable on campus options or assistance with
finding off campus housing”

“A more livable stipend; subsidized graduate apartments”

”More scholarship/assistantship opportunities from my
program”

“Being offered on campus affordable housing and/or being
given guidance on the area would have been valuable”




M=REIREER

Ways we can begin to make housing more affordable



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consider talking about:
Right to build
Government restrictions on affordable housing


My

oropositions

Creating more stipends for housing (universities)

Creating more funded positions for graduate students
that can be beneficial (Housing Coach — resident students)

University owned properties for non-traditional students

Distributing more funds towards Graduate Scholarships

Continue looking at creating flexible programs




What are your ideas?




Contact Me:
Alyssa Bigbee

LinkedIN
Twitter
Facebook

|G


mailto:ab4452@Drexel.edu

s
o

* University of Nebraska
(https://www.unl.edu/mentoring/)

WO rkS CltEd i : e Journal of Housing and the Built Environment ;

Dordrecht Vol. 32, Iss. 4, (Dec 2017): 805-825.
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