
WORKING FOR A HOME WITHIN REACH 
FOR EVERY PENNSYLVANIAN



Who we are

MISSION

The Housing Alliance is a statewide 
coalition working 
to provide LEADERSHIP and a 
COMMON VOICE for policies, 
practices and resources to ensure 
that all Pennsylvanians, especially 
those with low incomes, have access 
to safe, decent and affordable homes.

We promote common-sense solutions 
to balance Pennsylvania's housing 
market and INCREASE THE SUPPLY OF 
SAFE, DECENT HOMES for low-income 
people.

CORE ISSUES

* Affordable Rental * Blight / Land Banks

* Homelessness * Homeownership

* Healthy Housing
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Introduce self - 

For those of you who are not familiar with the Housing Alliance, we are a statewide alliance of organizations that work to address homelessness, affordable housing, blight, and to increase home ownership for low income people. Our members include direct service organizations, affordable housing developers, housing authorities, habitat for humanity chapters, and realtors!




Why we exist

• We have created NEW TOOLS AND RESOURCES and as a result…

21 LAND BANKS have been formed in 5 years.

Just added $15 million more to the State Housing 
Trust Fund

We reach 10,000 people with information and news and engage 
3,500 people annually in webinars and in person forums.

to

Helping communities 
transform from

SUCCESS!
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We have a long track record of success in creating policy solutions that help to ensure that everyone has a home within reach. REVIEW SLIDE



What we do
Research and 
Information Services

Education, Training, 
and Technical 
Assistance

Outreach and Civic 
Engagement

Pennsylvania’s Go-To Resource
For Building Knowledge and Skills 

Extra Set of Hands Resources Resources

Publications Convenings
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Here are some of our programs and projects that you may be familiar with. REVIEW SLIDE 



A Home Within 
Reach for All 
Pennsylvanians

Housing is a Social 
Determinant of Health, 
Educational Attainment, and  
Job Retention 

Presenter
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Let’s begin with what home means for all of us. A home is:
A place where you can be with your family
A shelter from the outside world
An address that you can use to get a job
A place to “work from home”
A place for your kids to do their homework
A place to store your family heirlooms
A place where something is always in need of repair!
Your “home” base
Imagine now, that you don’t have that place. What would your day look like? Where would you sleep? Where would you get dressed in the morning? Where do you keep your food? Where are your kids? 
Home is the center of almost every part of life, whether it’s an apartment, a house, or a mobile home. Without a home, the ripple effects are wide. Lack of stable housing affects children’s ability to succeed in school, it affects all people’s health, and it affects employment-- both short term and long term earnings. 




The State of 
Housing in 
Pennsylvania 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Right now in Pennsylvania, like the rest of America, we are in an affordable housing crisis. According to the “Out of Reach” Report from the National Low Income Housing Coalition from 2019:
In Pennsylvania, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $1,006. In order to afford this level of rent and utilities — without paying more than 30% of income on housing — a household must earn $3,354 monthly or $40,250 annually. Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into an hourly Housing Wage of: $19.35 per hour.
The National Low Income Housing Coalition also reports that as of the end of 2018, for every 100 extremely low income families looking for housing only 42 units are available that they can afford. 
“Out of Reach.” National Low Income Housing Coalition. 2019. https://reports.nlihc.org/oor/pennsylvania
“The Gap.” National Low Income Housing Coaltion.  2018. https://reports.nlihc.org/gap/2017/pa




Solutions 

Increased funding to the 
Pennsylvania Housing and 
Rehbilitation and Expansion Fund 
(PHARE) - $15 Million 2019 -DONE
Create a State Housing Tax Credit to 
increase investment in Affordable 
Housing
Create a Medicaid Waiver to use 
Medicaid dollars to provide supportive 
housing services to prevent 
homelessness

- Build more affordable 
housing

- Provide better services to 
people experiencing  
housing insecurity

- Other strategies to reduce 
poverty



State Housing 
Tax Credit

SB 31
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The state housing tax credit legislation is modeled on the highly successful federal low- income housing tax credit (LIHTC) program, which is responsible for approximately 90% of affordable rental housing construction and renovations in the country. Here in Pennsylvania, LIHTC is oversubscribed (three applications are received for every one that can be funded). That means:
The federal model is working in Pennsylvania; and
There is private capital currently available that can be, but is not currently, harnessed for the creation of affordable housing opportunities.
Combining the federal and state programs creates efficiencies by aligning these limited resources. Approximately a third of the 50 states have enacted a state housing tax credit.
A state tax credit will support the creation and preservation of affordable housing for families unable to afford decent housing and those who are cost burdened. At least 10% of the tax credits will provide housing units targeting households with incomes at or below 30% of area median income.




Supportive 
Services 
Improving health outcomes 
by providing housing and 
support to individuals 
experiencing homelessness, 
mental illness and substance 
use
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The Housing Alliance is also very encouraged to see a new report from the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services and the University of Pittsburgh that show the benefits of Permanent Supportive Housing as a solution to homelessness and reducing nursing home care.  The definition of “Permanent Supportive Housing” is to provide long-term housing assistance and support services to individuals with disabling physical and mental health conditions experiencing homelessness. 
Many states have put in place mechanisms to use Medicaid to pay for the services component of the permanent supportive housing model. Proper leverage of Medicaid reimbursement for these services could increase opportunities for people who are experiencing homelessness and are also struggling with complex health needs. The Housing Alliance supports more affordable housing plus wrap-around services, or Permanent Supportive Housing, to keep people stably housed. 
“Permanent Supportive Housing and Medicaid Utilization and Spending in Pennsylvania.” Health Policy Institute. Medicaid Research Center. University of Pittsburgh. October 2019. https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Assistance/Documents/Housing/Housing%20Issue%20Brief%20Final%2010_28_19.pdf




What you can do!



Contact
Levana Layendecker

Deputy Director

215-574-7044

phyllis@housingalliancepa.org

Harrisburg

610 N. Third Street
Harrisburg PA 17101
Ph: 717-909-2006

Eastern PA

309 Florence Ave. 914 N
Jenkintown, PA 19046
Ph: 215-576-7044

Western PA

710 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1000
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Ph: 412-281-1137

mailto:phyllis@housingalliancepa.org
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