
@OppStartsatHome 
#OpportunityStartsatHome
www.opportunityhome.org

PHENND Conference: Housing
February 28, 2020



America’s Affordable Housing Crisis 
Has Reached Historic Heights   

There is a shortage of more than 7 million rental 
homes affordable and available to extremely low-

income renter households.



America’s Affordable Housing Crisis 
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There are only 37 
affordable and 
available units for 
every 100 
extremely low-
income renter 
households
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Federal Funding Has Been Declining 
for Decades

www.opportunityhome.org



• Opportunity Starts at Home is a dynamic, 
long term, multi-sector housing campaign to 
address the housing affordability crisis for 
low income renters. 

• Various sectors are recognizing that 
affordable homes are inextricably linked to 
their own priorities and concerns, and 
housing advocates are realizing that they 
cannot do this work alone. 

About Us 
Campaign Vision

“America’s low-income households have access 
to safe, decent, and stable affordable housing 
in neighborhoods where everyone has 
equitable opportunities to thrive.”

Campaign Mission

“To build a national multi-sector movement 
which generates widespread support for 
federal policies that protect and expand 
affordable housing for low-income people.”
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Roundtable Participants
AARP
Alliance for Housing Solutions
Alliance for Strong Families and Communities
American Academy of Pediatrics
American Heart Association
American Psychological Association
American Public Human Services Association 
America's Health Insurance Plans
Anthem
Association of University Centers on Disability
Autism Housing Network
Autism Speaks
Autism Society of America
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
B'nai B'rith
Catholic Health Association of the United States
Center for American Progress
Children’s Leadership Council 
CLASP
Coalition on Human Needs
Community Action Partnership
Community of Hope
Community Solutions
Community Stabilization Project
Council of Large Public Housing Authorities
CSH
Dignity Health
Enterprise Community Partners

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Energy Efficiency for All
Family Promise
First Focus
Friends Committee on National Legislation
Georgetown Center on Poverty and Inequality
Good Shepherd Housing
Grounded Solutions
Habitat for Humanity International
Healthcare Anchor Network
Healthy Schools Campaign
Heartland Alliance
Housing Choice Partners
Housing on Merit
Housing Partnership Network
Human Rights Campaign
Just Homes
Justice in Aging
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights
Legal Action Center
Low Income Investment Fund
Meals on Wheels America
National AIDS Housing Coalition
National Association of State Directors of Special Education 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans
National Coalition for the Homeless
National Council of State Housing Agencies
National Fair Housing Alliance

National Health Care for the Homeless Council
National Housing Conference
National Housing Law Project
National Housing Trust
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty
National League of Cities
National Network to End Domestic Violence
National Nurse-Led Care Consortium
National Resource Center on Domestic Violence
Natural Resources Defense Council
NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice
Next Step
Poverty & Race Research Action Council
Prosperity Now
Rebuilding Together
Results
Stewards of Affordable Housing for the Future
StriveTogether
The Arc
The American Legion
True Colors Fund
Unity Health Care
Urban Institute
Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless
YWCA
Zero Eight Three
Zero to Three



State Campaigns
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• Housing California 

• Idaho Asset Building Network

• Maine Affordable Housing Coalition 

• Housing Action Illinois 

• Housing and Community Development Network of New Jersey 

• Coalition of Homelessness and Housing in Ohio 

• Neighborhood Partnerships Oregon Housing Alliance 

• Prosperity Indiana 

• Housing Network of Rhode Island

• Utah Housing Coalition 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Long-Term Goal & Policy Strategies

LONG-TERM GOAL: Through more robust and equitable federal housing 
policies, we will end homelessness and ensure that the most vulnerable 
low-income households can afford the rent

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN 
RENTS AND INCOME 
THROUGH RENTAL 

ASSISTANCE
Rental assistance subsidies are 
needed at scale to ensure units 
are affordable for low-income 

renters

EXPAND THE STOCK OF 
DEEPLY AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING 
Increasing the supply of deeply
affordable housing is necessary 

in markets where existing 
vacancies are scarce

STABILIZE HOUSEHOLDS
BY PROVIDING EMERGENCY 

ASSISTANCE TO AVERT HOUSING 
INSTABILITY & HOMELESSNESS
Temporary assistance can stabilize 

households experiencing major 
economic shocks that could otherwise 
lead to situations which require more 

prolonged and extensive housing 
assistance
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Housing Touches Every Aspect of Life   
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Ways to Get Involved
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