
To write an essay
GEAR UP



I don’t know 
where to start!

2What is the question
asking you? 

Let’s talk 
through this.

How do books 
normally start? TRANSITION WORDS!

(First, Therefore, Second, 
Thus, However, Although)



BE A COACH

3ACTIVITY: 
“Describe a time when you learned 
something of great significance.”

ACTIVITY: 
“Compare/Contrast your biggest fear 
with your biggest accomplishment.”



R.A.C.E.S.
Restate the Question

4

Answer the Question

Cite Evidence

Explain the Quote

Summarize

CAN BECOME R.A.C.E.(C.E.)(C.E.)S.



R.A.C.E.S.
How is X proven? 
→ X is proven.
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The author does this by…

For example…
For instance…
As it says in the text...

This evidence proves/shows…
According to this quote...

In conclusion…
Therefore...



R.A.C.E.S. 
Activity
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Teachers want...
➔ Proper quotes/citations

➔ Deeper analysis of evidence

➔ Thorough summaries
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RUBRICS


