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Music Engagement in West Philly 
(2011-present)

Goals
● UPenn student engagement, education and activism 

through the community
● Supporting and Sustaining Music programs in West 

Philly
● Scholar-Activism



Community Partners
These are essential relationships that take time and care to maintain.  
Teachers are invited to participate in the UPenn student class once a year 
plus we have regular update meetings and exchange phone calls as needed.

● Ms. Quirk, Lea General Music Teacher
● Mr. Nussil, Lea strings (1.5 days per week)
● Mr. Gregory, Lea band (1 day per week)
● Ms. Sweeney, WPH Music Teacher
● Musicopia Orchestra (6 Lea students)
● West Philly Coalition for Neighborhood Schools



Campus Partners(3 parts)
● Music & Social Change Residential Program

○ Fisher Hassenfeld College House
■ students live together

○ Student Selection & Development
■ May housing application process
■ Skype interview
■ Additional students from Summer Advance 

Registration
○ Financial Support

■ Guest Speakers/Meals
■ Final Concert



Campus Partners(3 parts)
● Netter Center for Community Partnerships

○ Student Continuity & Leadership Development
■ workshops/community with CSSP, Community School

○ Financial Support
■ 9 work-study students, usually graduates of the year-long course/ 

res program
■ tokens
■ after school program items (snack, staff)
■ clearances for volunteers

○ Logistical Support
■ van service to the schools



Campus Partners(3 parts)
● Freshman Seminar: Music In Urban 

Spaces MUSC/URBS 018
○ Curricular Structure

■ counts for Interdisciplinary Humanities and 
Social Science & Cultural Diversity in the US

■ .5cus over 2 semesters, year-long commitment
■ exposes students to many musical genres, the 

sociology of music and uses of music in 
everyday life

○ Accountability for the Students



Naeem Dixon, West Philly High in-class 
composition 2014 “Keystone”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmIl8BdFhU4


West Philly High Junior Choir, December 2014
(start at 01:34)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vjlJ7TieV0


Lea After School- May 2014 concert @ Penn
(00:35)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WczO2kVTCms


Past Collaborations 

Parkway West Penn Music Project
Settlement Music Education Pathways

Google Sites for Collaboration

https://sites.google.com/site/pwpmp1/

https://sites.google.com/site/pwpmp1/
https://sites.google.com/site/pwpmp1/
https://sites.google.com/site/pwpmp1/
https://sites.google.com/site/pwpmp1/


Challenges
● Uncertainty in the Philly School District
● Classical training w/ Orch/Band at Lea

○ retaining Lea students
○ too many partners? & communication
○ cultural challenges btwn Settlement & Lea community

● Choir at WPH, mostly pop music
○ limitations of UPenn student’s music/vocal abilities & 

student’s desires to be giving music instruction
○ adding to classroom value while responding to 

teacher’s interests (directing the choir)



Research
Documenting the changes in music education & prominent musicians in West Philly 
as a way to understand the changing racial/ethnic/socio-economic shifts in the 
neighborhood over the last 100-years.

● How is music a marker of culture in West Philly over time?  (encompassing 
socio-economic, ethnic, gender and other forms of identity tied to the 
neighborhood geography)

● How would we define Social Mobility & Social Well-Being in our community?  
Can access to Arts/Music serve as a proxy for understanding individual and 
community paths?



1918 Minstrel Show, WPH Choir/Orch, 1943



WPH 1958 Orchestra/Choir



WPH 2014 Senior Choir



WPH 2015 Choir



WPH 2014 Senior Choir


